
Fascinating Facts, Part 4 

 
“Look at almost any corner .. 

 
 

“Look at almost every corner 
And what do you see? 

A big purple sign that says 
Friendly K&B.” 

 

 
 

Katz & Besthoff (shortened by locals to K&B) was the popular drug 

store chain in New Orleans for almost a century, from 1905 until 1997 
when it was purchased by Rite Aid.  That distinctive “K&B purple” could 

be seen everywhere, from the store signs to the employee uniforms.  
But if you were living in New Orleans back in 1856 and you had to visit 

the drug store, you might have to go to the corner of Craps and 
Bagatelle streets, in the Third District.  Confused?  Don’t be. It’s very 

close to Love Street, or Rue d’Amour. 
 

 
  

Corner of Craps and Bagatelle Streets? 



We have the French-Creole land developer, gambler and politician, 
Bernard de Marigny (1785 – 1868), to thank for these unusual street 

names, all three of which have been changed. 
 

The Craps Street of the early 1800s is today Burgundy Street.  
Marigny named the street for the dice game Craps, which is a form of 

the ancient dice game Hazard, mentioned in Chaucer’s Canterbury 
Tales in the 14th century. 

 
The name Hazard is believed to have come from the Arabic words al 

zar, or azzah, which means simply ‘the dice” and dates back at least to 
the 13th century.  So, whether the dice were rolled by Crusaders or 

not, the game appears to be Arabic in origin. 
 

The popular story in New Orleans is that the game of Craps comes 

from the term given to the Frenchmen who played the game.  Such a 
French gambler was called Johnny Crapaud (French for toad), referring 

perhaps to the French penchant for eating frogs.  But frog is actually 
grenouille in French.  Since one squats like a toad while rolling the 

dice, that may actually be the origin of the name Craps.  And, 
although no one knows for sure, the name Craps may instead be a 

corruption of the name for a losing throw of 2 in Hazard – known 
as Crabs. ` 

 
The game was immensely popular in medieval Europe and was played 

for high stakes in English gambling rooms.  The route of Hazard into 
Europe has been traced through Corsica and Spain, and thence up to 

France and England. 
 

When it came to Marigny’s streets, Craps was a dice game and 

Bagatelle was a billiards game.  And then there was the “Game of 
Love”. 

 
Now Rue d’Amour (or Love Street) referred to a different kind of love – 

not platonic, not romantic, not familial, but another kind.  The street 
name referred to mariages de la main gauche (or left-handed 

marriages), aka plaçage, a recognized extra-legal system in French 
and Spanish Colonial New Orleans.  Many young Creole gentlemen 

maintained quadroon mistresses (not legally recognized as wives but 
known as placées) and set them up in cottages on the back streets – 

Burgundy and Rampart, and Marigny’s “Love” Street, which was a 
continuation of Rampart.   

 
 



Love Street has been changed to Rampart Street, and Bagatelle is now 
Pauger Street, named for Adrien de Pauger, French engineer, 

cartographer and the city’s first street designer.  The street names of 
New Orleans have fascinated us since the very beginning. 

 
How do you spell milk? 

 
Milch Cows and Calves from Marigny’s Faubourg 

 

 
 

From the Louisiana Gazette, New Orleans, February 19, 1818 

 
Edmond Méance, a Plaquemines Parish plantation owner mentioned in 

the above ad, also had a home in Marigny’s Faubourg, at the corner of 
Mandeville and Victoire streets.  An article in Le Courrier de la 

Louisiane, dated June 21, 1826, advertised that Mr. Méance was 
running for the Louisiana House of Representatives on the same ticket 

as Edward Livingston “For Congress”.  Less than a month later, 
Presidents Thomas Jefferson and John Adams, as well as Edmond 

Méance, were dead. 

 
Mandeville Street remains in the city’s street nomenclature, but the 

Rue de la Victoire (Victory Street) is now Decatur. 

From the Faubourg Marigny to the Lower Banlieue 

Chartres Street was once called “Rue de Moreau,” and what is today 

the Bywater section of New Orleans was formerly called the Lower 
Banlieue.  In France, a banlieue is a suburb of a large city.  Versailles, 

par exemple, is an affluent banlieue of Paris.  Chartres Street (Moreau 
of old) became in 1871 the connecting route between the city and 

what is today the Bywater. 



From “The Spiders” to “The Beatles” 

The Spiders were an influential R&B group of the early 1950s that 
were from New Orleans.  Based around brothers Leonard “Chick” 

Carbo (1927 – 1998) and Hayward “Chuck” Carbo (1926 – 2008), they 
signed with Imperial Records under the name The Spiders.  Other 

members included Joe Maxon, Matthew West, Bill Moore, Issacher 
Gordon and Oliver Howard.  The group scored with several hits on the 

R&B charts beginning with “I Didn't Want to Do It” (R&B No. 3, 1954), 
followed by “I'm Slippin' In” (R&B No. 6, 1954), “21” (R&B No. 9, 

1955) and ‘Witchcraft” (R&B No. 5, 1956).  Co-written by the late 

Dave Bartholomew, “Witchcraft” was later successfully covered by 

Elvis in 1963. 

 

           The Spiders of New Orleans         Buddy Holly and The Crickets 

While The Spiders were getting airplay on late night radio, over in the 
neighboring state of Texas a young Buddy Holly was listening in with 

great enjoyment.  This young man from Lubbock particularly liked the 

vocal styling of the group from New Orleans, and Buddy’s newly 
formed band needed a name.  Numerous R&B groups of that time had 

adopted collective nouns, such as birds (The Crows, The Wrens, The 
Orioles and The Penguins), as well as arthropods (which include 

insects, spiders and other arachnids).  Buddy flipped through a list of 
insects in the dictionary and, after passing over “Beetles”, decided on 

“Crickets”.  Holly’s bandmate, Jerry Allison, said “And there’s also a lot 
of crickets around Texas that year. They chirp, make noise and that’s 

how we got the name.” 



 

Across the ocean in England in the early 1960s, two other future rock 
stars were trying to come up with a name for their band.  These two 

young men from Liverpool, John Lennon and Paul McCartney, were big 
Buddy Holly fans, and since they loved the Crickets, they also decided 

to keep with the insect theme and become The Beatles (misspelling it 

to cleverly emphasize the “Beat”).    

 

The Beatles’ first appearance on Ed Sullivan 

As for the Fab Four’s iconic logo, which can be seen on Ringo’s 

drumhead above, the classic “Drop-T” design was based on a sketch 

made by a London instrument retailer in 1963.  Ivor Arbiter, 
storeowner of Drum City, quickly drew the design after negotiating 

with Beatles manager Brian Epstein.  In addition to placing the name 
of the drum company, Ludwig, on the drumhead, The Beatles’ name 

was to also be featured.  And for creating a logo that will live forever, 
Arbiter was paid the princely sum of five pounds.  In 2015, the very 

drumhead featured in the photo above fetched $2.125 million at 
auction. 
 

And to think, there may never have been a group called The Beatles 

had it not been for a group from New Orleans known as The Spiders. 

 



A Poydras Street in Dallas, Texas 

In 1839, soon after Texas achieved its independence, a man name 
John Neely Bryan, accompanied by his dog and a Cherokee Indian 

named Ned, planted a stake in the ground on a bluff located near 
three forks of the Trinity River and departed.  Two years later, he 

returned to establish a permanent settlement named Dallas.  Poydras 
Street, named for Louisiana planter, poet, financier and political 

leader, Julian de Lallande Poydras, was one of the original streets laid 
out by Bryan, the city’s founder, and was the last on the eastern edge 

of town for a number of years before the War Between the States. 

 

 
 

  Cotton wagons on Elm and Poydras, Dallas         Julien Poydras 
 

Lawyer, farmer and tradesman, Neely was only thirteen years old 

when Poydras died, so it is unlikely that the two men conducted 
business with one another.  It still remains a mystery how Poydras, 

the man who helped draft Louisiana’s first constitution and served as 
the first President of the Louisiana State Senate, was honored with a 

street named for him in Dallas, Texas.  The Republic of Texas was 
annexed by the United States in 1845, four years after Dallas’ 

founding and a full generation after the death of Julien Poydras.  
  

Hubig’s Pies, another Texas Connection 
 

Hubig’s New Orleans Style Pies, a New Orleans institution, actually had 
its origins in Fort Worth, Texas, where the Simon Hubig Company, 

national pie bakers, was organized and began operation September 
12, 1917.  According to his obituary in 1926, Simon Hubig “began his 



career as a pie maker while a small lad working at the direction of his 
mother in Newport, Ky.  His first major successes began while he was 

little more than a youth in Cincinnati.”  By 1910, Hubig’s business was 
doing so well that the federal government made a deal with Hubig to 

provide sweet baked goods to workers building the Panama Canal.  
From Ohio he established himself in Fort Worth and before long 

expanded across Texas, and in 1921 entered New Orleans, leasing the 
building at 2419 Dauphine Street. 

 

 
 

In 1929, when the company celebrated its twelfth anniversary, there 
were plants in Dallas, Fort Worth, San Antonio, Houston, New Orleans, 

Birmingham and Atlanta; but after the Great Depression, New Orleans 

was the only bakery that survived.  The delicious fruit-filled fried hand 
pies were sold in paper wrappers with the familiar “Savory Simon” 

logo. 
 

Ramsey Family members have been the local owners of Hubig’s Pies 
for a number of years, and on July 27, 2012, a devastating five-alarm 

fire destroyed the original Hubig’s Pie bakery site on Dauphine Street 
in the Faubourg Marigny, where the company had operated since 

1921. 
 

The good news is that Hubig’s Pies will return this year (2020) after 
relocation to Jefferson Parish at a new factory within a warehouse just 

off Jefferson Highway, near the Huey P. Long Bridge.  With pandemics, 
hurricanes and economic set-backs, this is indeed a bright spot for 

New Orleanians this year. 



Loriodendron  

An old map of Pierre Sauvé’s “Crevasse” and Bayou Metairie shows 
that the Metairie Ridge was once “Covered with Live Oak, Persimmon, 

Liriodendron, Pecan and Wild Cherry.”  No, these are not new flavors 
at “Sal’s Sno-Balls” on Metairie Road just off Bonnabel.  They are all 

types of trees indigenous to “Early Metairie”.  And now you are 

probably wondering just what is Liriodendron? 

 

Take note of the tree names curving along the Metairie Ridge. 

We would call Liriodendron a tulip tree, or Liriodendron tulipifera, the 

name given it by Carl Linnaeus.  Liriodendron is Greek for “lily tree”, 
although it is not closely related to true lilies, tulips or poplars.  It is 

actually part of the magnolia family, and is also known as the tuliptree 
Magnolia, or, by those in the lumber industry, as the tulip poplar or 

yellow poplar. 



Of great importance to our earliest Louisiana natives, the trunks of 
these trees provided the wood from which Native Americans carved 

their dugout canoes.  For this reason, the Liriodendron is also known 

as Canoewood. 

 

Native Americans called the Yellow Poplar Tree “oonseentia”. 

 

 
 

Native Americans crafting a dugout canoe 
 

Now that concludes another installment of some of New Orleans’ most 
“Fascinating Facts”.  From the names of New Orleans streets to some 

of the city’s most popular treats, from Spiders to Crickets, from 



Lubbock to Liverpool, from Poydras to Poplars, from drumheads to 
dugouts, these are just a few a few of the facts that make “America’s 

Most Interesting City” most interesting indeed.  
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